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IN MEMORY OF RAI BAHADUR VENEM VEERANNA GARU

DIED IN OCTOBER 1867
Worked on the Godavari Anicut works under General Sir Arthur
Cotton as a Sub-Engineer with Mental ability and energy. His works were
recognized by the Government for having largely Aided for the successful
accomplishment of a Great work and in recognition of these services The
Govermmentwere pleased to grant him encashment of Revenue of the Village
Marnipadu near Dolwaiswaram and an Acknowledgement is made in the

village of Marnipadu.
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THE VERY FIRST TELUGU ENGINEER SRIVEENEM

VEERANNA (1794-1867) WHO SHOWED
GODAVARI TO MR. COTTON IN 1845 e

Preface

It is an imminent necessity to know about the very fi i

irst En
from Telugu land Mr.Veenem Veeranna not only by the inhabitz);nts of Go%lg\?:rri
corridor but also by the people who have not inhaled the breeze of Godavari
and drink its Water.

Everybody knows Mr. Arthur Cotton who built the Godavari Barrage.
gut, the unknown was Mr.Veenem Veeranna who, as a loyalist and Confidant
giving moral support to Mr. Cotton , had worked day in and day out for
completion of the Godavari Barrage. Even the authors who had written
books on Godavari Barrage and on Mr. Cotton failed to mention about him.
It might be because they could not gather more information regarding Date
of birth, important events pertaining to Mr. Veeranna thereby they could not
mention about him in their writings. However, some of the authors have
mentioned about Mr. Veeranna in brief in their writings saying that (1) Mr.
Veeranna, a Telugu Engineer took part an important role in the construction
of Godavari Barrage (2) His name is still visible on a Stone erected nearby
the Barrage Locks (3) Mr. Cotton had written in his Dairy praising the services
of Mr. Veeranna. (4) His services were appreciated in National and
International meetings (5) In appreciation and recognition of his services,
The East India Company donated the Taxes paid by the Village of “Mernipadu”
amounting to Rs. 500/- per year (The rate of a rice bag was Rs. 5/- during
that time) for not only for his Life time but also to his Heirs . After the takeover
of reigns of India by Queen Victoria after 1860, the Madras Presidency
alongwith Mr. Cotton honored Mr. Veeranna with the title of “Roy Bahadur”
which is superior to the title of “Raj Bahadur” . Since then, the Writers,
Authors etc. are evincing keen interest to know about Mr. Veeranna's Place
of Birth, Region, Caste, Religion, his Education, his introduction to Mr. Cotton
inthose days and arrangement of 10,000 Laborers by him and training given

to them for Barrage construction etc.

Atthe outset, I, during my 19" year of my age in the year 1974 read
the books about Mr. Veenem Veeranna in the Library at Bhimavaram, West
Godavari District and also the age old books preserved by my _anoeg.tors.
While reading the book “Gouda Vamsothpatthi Marthandam” written in the

VR Y &/

3

4
Scanned by CamScanner



S S0 //////////////////////////////////////f

756 W

i VM ' ident
her Mr. Margan! Subba Rao,( res! ent 0

o toaz by erand information about Mr. Veenem Veeranna

Rajahmund | could ; : )
wajh regardrzg his parental status and caste. Since then .tI" 1986, having
been obsessed with the anecdotes of this greatTeIugu Engineer, | developed

more interest in knowing about him primarily because of my entry in Film

Industry.

Some of the Prominent Persons of
friends told me that Ms. Lady Hope, daughter of Mr. Cotton Dora had already

written a book on the Life History of her father wherein the mention of Mr.
Veenem Veeranna was made. Prominent Politician and noted Person Sri
Balusu Satyanarayana had written a book on Mr. Cotton Dora before the
independence. | read the books of Sri Kothapalli Veerabhadra Rao written
in the year 1989 and Sri Siddani Nagabhushanam written in 1994. Sri Kavana
Sarma translated the book of Ms. Lady Hope which also | had read. Since
then, with a view to produce a film on the life of Mr. Veenem Veeranna, | had
put in concerted efforts to get the important information pertaining to the
First Telugu Engineer Mr. Veenem Veeranna and | was successful in getting

this very-very important information.

Film Industry at Madras and

During the process of obtaining the information on Mr. Veenem
Veeranna, | found out the places of the ancestors of fourth generation of
Mr. Veeranna and talked to them personally and obtained the information on
Mr. Veeranna that was available with them. However, during this process, |
was bewildered to note that some of the ancestors of Mr. Veeranna have
shown their impatience and expressed their “No Knowledge” about Mr.
Veeranna. Some of these ancestors felt that | am obtaining this information
to make money and tried to insult me. Nevertheless, undeterred, | went
ahead to search for more information on Mr. Veeranna. As it was' my life
desire to obtgin full information on Mr.Veeranna, | felt that it was my Luck as
: stt:‘cceeded in my efforts in getting the required information on Mr.Veeranna.
the en:;‘cr:rgb géace on record my §incere thanks for the information given in
t y to Mr. Veeranna’s Fourth Generation Grandson Late Sri

eenem Subramanyeswara Rao and his Brother Sri Vi
Narayana Rao and also to Fifth Generation Grand R
Nagendra Prasad, Mr. Veenem Bhaskara Raran Boria Mo VESemv gRer
o and Veenem Aruna.

opinion tﬁgtiﬁigizdh?v:? Puskaralu will start from 14" July 2015, | am ofthe
Telugu Engineer M "{/ ime to disseminate the Life History of our First Great
v writion & N r.Veenem Veeeranna to all Telugu People. Accordingly, |

ovel on the Real Life History of this Great Engineerg hyﬂ'r.
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veenem Veeranna and also pre
: ; are ;
| hereby mention, in brief. pared a Cin

- Buddiga Sai Ga
. v n
Writer, Cine Director & Produ‘::i::

LIFE HISTORY OF MR. VE
. VEENEM VEE
FIRST TELUGU ENGINEER IN INIF;IIX?‘NA

Mr. Veenem Veeranna :
shich belongs to Shaiva Commlm?; atr)Icc)jr rlji ;r: rsfhe} caste of Sistu Karanalu
being called as Patnaiks, Mahantu in Orissa) Hc') _aragire Cothram (now
sri Veenem Kollaiah were the natives of Ré'ahlrsnagceztors and fis fath?r
Great Grandfathers worked as Accountants/Gjhan: ke r; iy i paiiad
of Rajanarendrudu. His mother Smt. Veera Ragga\ljaumdr:gnget!he iy
Dommagudem Village, nearby Bhadrachalam. Mr. Veenem Veer::r?: ?v:s)
born on 3® March 1794 and was the first son to his Parents followed by
three brothers and one sister. The ancestors of Mr. Veeranna worked in
different Departments of East India Company. His father Mr.Veenem Kollaiah
because of his employment at Machilipatnam in the Government Office o%
British Empire, had left Mr. Veeranna during his childhood with mother and
therefore he used to commute between Machilipatnam and Rajahmahendri.
Having settled in Rajahmahendri, Mr.Veeranna had completed his primary

education there.

Subsequently, after com
College at Machilipatnam, as pé
State which was under the rule of
which includes Engineering Course there.
Engineering Wing under the English Trainers
advice he joined the Irrigation Department as a sma
1840 under British Government at Rajahmahendri.
the year 1844, welcoming Mr. Arthur Cotton who ca
analyze the Godavari basin Mr. Veeranna introduce
and then started his career as his Assistant.

ied Ms. Venkateswari

1820 and had four sons and one daughter Viz. Ve
son) Veenem Janardhana Swamy (second son), Veenem
Veenem Seetharam Swamy (fourth son) and Eluru Bapa

Jugh okt

pletion of Higher education in Anglo Indian
r the advice of his father, he went to Bengal
British Empire and completed the Overseer
He then had the training in
at Madras and as per their
Il employee in the year
During this period. in
me to Rajamahendri to
d himself to Mr. Cotton

(Venkayamma) in the year
enem Venkataratnam (first
Kollaiah (third son)
mma (Daughter).

Mr. Veeranna mair
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en, Mr. Veeranna not only worked as an Assistant to Mr. Cotton
lS)l(r’\;e bm also moving as a Family Member of the I.atter had carried out notable
works, a few of them were (1) House hold duties of Mr. Cotton (2) Social
security to Mr. Cotton (3) Providing Mald Servants_ and Servants (4) Managing
the works of Mr. Cotton during the period of his ill-health. Taking care of
panied and travelled with Mr. Cotton to far of
places upto 1500 KMs in Godavari Basin on foot aqd on Horses fO( months
together when there was no conveyance of Enginé Boats, eating only
bananas, mangoes and guava fruits. Giving required protection to Mr. Cotton
from Way thieves, wild animals and dreaded poisonous snakes Mr.Veeranna
continued these works upto 1845. At that time, East India Company provided

two Assistants only to Mr. Cotton for carrying out his jobs.

Having prepared the Project Plans, after the Rainy Season, from
the month of November till the start of the construction work of Godavari
Barrage, both Mr. Veeranna and Mr. Cotton travelled interior places of East
and West Godavari Districts and Krishna Districts which were called as
Rajahmundry District at that time and enlightened the Farmers, Workers the
need for water canals for agriculture purpose and made them to dig water
canals through self-help for this purpose. They had put in untiring efforts at
times foregoing their food, to accomplish the desired results.

Mr. Veeranna was 53 years old while Mr. Cotton Dora was 44 years
at the time of inauguration of the construction work of Godavari Barrage in
1847. Though Mr. Cotton Dora was younger to Mr. Veeranna, he treated Mr.
Veeranna as his Brother . Mr. Cotton Dora and his wife Ms. Eligibeth, an
Australian Lady had four years Daughter named Lady Hope at the time of
inauguration of this Project.

In the initial days, though the local workers did not come forward to
work for the Project, Mr. Veeranna brought workers from Orissa and Bengal
states and trained them to work for the Project. The workers were paid
proper wages for their daily works which had impressed not only the locals
but also the workers of neighboring places of Krishna and Guntur regions
who subsequently participated in the construction works of this Project till it
was completed. There was no transport except bullock and Horse carts in
those days. With the influence his fore-fathers had with the Tribals, Mr.
Veeranna was successful in getting the Tribal workers also to work for this
Mega E'roject. He trained them for this work. He declared Sunday as Holiday
and paid the wages on Saturday itself which induced confidence in the minds
of workers. He constructed shelters for the workers and provided the medical

A EB A i
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facilities and took care of them in all respects. In this process by the year
1851, he gathered around 10,000 workers who participated in this Mega
Project and got the works completed as per the directions of Mr. Cotton

Dora.

There were no complaints of corruption nor any deficiency in the
administration and the management with the perfect planning and
coordination implemented by Mr. Veeranna. The most important was that
there was not a single accident or death occurred during the time of
construction of this Mega project. Thus, Mr. Veeranna took a vital role and
his contributions were noteworthy in every respect pertaining to Godavari
Barrage.

Though in the year 1848 and again in 1851 some delay took place
in receipt of the money from East India Company for payment of wages to
the workers, Mr. Veeranna managed and arranged the money and made the
payments to the workers with a view to enthuse the workers for continuing
the works. Surprisingly, there were rumors spread by some local Jamindars
who had opposed the construction as well as by opponents in English empire
that the construction work of the Barrage was stopped. Despite these rumors
, the workers deposing their confidence in Mr. Cotton Dora and Mr. Veeranna
continued their works. Not giving cognizance to such rumors, The East
India Company having noted the progress of the construction works as well
as the sincerity of Mr. Cotton Dora and Mr. Veeranna sent the money and
the raw material for continuation of work which ultimately resulted in
completion of all Project works by 31 March 1852.

Mr. Cotton Dora had sent a Report to East India Co. stating that
without the dedication, enthusiasm, sincerity shown by Mr. Veeranna, his
dreams would have not come true in construction of the Barrage. He also
made a noting with his own hand writing stating that “ Had | not got Mr.
Veeranna, a Great Hindu, | would have not completed this Great Project,
hence | am indebted to Mr. Veeranna through out my life". Not only this, Mr.
Cotton Dora recommended to East India Co. and requested Queen Victoria
to honor Mr. Veeranna suitably for the contributions made by the Ia}ter. In
response, the East India Co. had taken a decision 10 donate the income
received from the village “Mernipadu” which is 20 KMs away from the Barrage
to Mr. Veeranna. Also, Queen Victoria conferred Mr. Veeranna with the title
of “‘Roy Bahadur”,

Mention may be made here that from 1844 till the project was

Gt okl YN T I
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52, during the absence of Mr. Cotton Dora why

London due to ill health, Mr. Veeranna with his rapport with the

had continued the Project works. Algo, after construction of
d to get the required works carried out by the B

the Barrage, he use :
Administration during the Godavari Floods.

4509

completed in the year 18

Afterwards, Mr. Veeranna contipued to spend his time at
Dowlaiswaram Head Locks only till his death in the year 1867 .' Mr. Veeranna
f due to overstrain and severe summer at that time, fell sick with Jaundice in
? the month of July and breathed his last on 12" October. As per hig wish, his
last rites were performed at Head Lock area only and his ashes were
immersed in Holy Godavari river. Therefore, the employees of Godavari

=/ \eeranna”, Roybahadhoor, Sub Engineer

‘; Barrage inscribed his name :
| 1867" on the Rock Wall situated at Head Lock area. (Now this Rock-Slate is

" not visible due to growth of bushes and no Board has been kept here).

Sri Bulusu Samba Murthy has got a Rock-slate installed, duly

| inscribed with the anecdotes of Mr. Veeranna at the site of statue of Mr.
h the statue of Mr. Cotton Dora this rock-slate

Cotton Dora. But, alongwit
was also washed away in the floods in the year 1986. However, in the year
damuri Taraka Rama Rao the photo of Mr.

| 1988 with the support of Sri Nan
Veeranna was unveiled in the Museum of Mr. Cotton Dora. (However, now

the features of Mr. Veeranna faded away in the photo of Mr. Veeranna in the
Museum). The End.

‘ RESPONSE FROM THE PEOPLE'’S
REPRESENTATIVES AND PEOPLE

With a view to bring out the above for the purpose of disseminating
this information pertaining to a Great Telugu Engineer, |, having
the available information with strenuous efforts, have requested the
Member of Parliament Sri Maganti Muralimohan in this regard who have
appreciated my work and acknowledged the need for bringing out the history
of this Great Telugu Engineer. Accordingly, on 10.10.2014, Sri Maganti
Murali Mohan, Hon.Ble MP instructed the concerned Officials of the Irrigation
Department, Dowlaiswaram to get the location where the British Govt
erepted a Rock-Slate depicting the name of Sri Veenem Veeranna
which was completely grown with bushes etc.. The lrrigation
has carried out these works swiftly and then the 147™ Death Anniversary of
SriVeenem Veeranna was celebrated at Dowalaiswaram Barrage Head Lock

I ES I s e,
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which was attended by Sri Maganti Muralimohan, Hon.ble basides other
prominent persons of the State. Also, Sri Muralimohan unveiled the
photograph of this great engineer in the Cotlon Museum, Dowlaiswaram,
Added to this, a Display Board was erecled at the site showing the age old
Rock-slate which can be seen by the public visiting the site. The services of
Sri Veenem Veeranna were acclaimed with one voice and they also
appreciated my efforts for bringing out the history of this great Engineer
which would definitely give an impact on the present day Engineers,

Further, not only me but every citizen of this country feel proud to
know the history of this great Engineer. Therefore, my request to everybody
is to view further details through internet browsing on “First Telugu Engineer”
or (2) Veenem Veeranna, or (3) Budiga Sai Ganesh.

Now, the history of this great Engineer will be known to every person
especially those visiting Rajahmundry during the ensuing Godavari Puskaralu.

BUDDIGA SAl GANESH
HISTORY WRITER, CINE DIRECTOR & PRODUCER |
Mobile No. 9848066771

MY HUMBLE APPEAL

It is unpardonable on the part of our Rulers for they kept aside the
history of a Great Person Mr. Veeranna who brought to the knowledge of
British 170 years ago about the sincerity, affection, sacrificial nature, and
honesty the Telugu People possess. Due to the lethargy on the part of the
Government, most of even local people are not aware of this Great First
Telugu Engineer Mr. Veeranna.

Therefore, the Government should immediately take action to erect
the Statues of Mr. Veeranna at Dowlaiswaram Barrage, at the Gram Panchayat
Office of Mernipadu village, as well as at the villages located in Godavari
Basin including at the places where the statues of Mr. Cotton Dora were
erected. As the street where Mr. Cotton Dora lived was named as “Cotton
Peta”, the street where Mr. Veeranna lived should also be named as “Sri
Veenem Veeranna Veedhi". The history of Mr. Veeranna should be included
in the Educational Text Books which would enable the future generation to
know the history of Mr. Veeranna and imbibe his qualities too.

Jh ookl
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karalu are slated to be held 2015 wherg lak

gince Godavarl Pus it is necessary to start the action atlegag

R H ndr ' v H tfro
of people vglttf;:lg?;‘&'es 0); this Great First Telugu Engineer Mr, veerann':
now to eré

to facilitate the puskaralu l_’ublic to visit these places also which every
?’EISZU person will feel proud of it.
| therefore, request and make this humble appeal to every Telugy
person for the above.

7509

BUDDIGA SAI GANESH
HISTORY WRITER, CINE DIRECTOR & PRODUCER

BIO-DATE

Name - BUDDIGA SAI GANESH (D.O.B. 17-07-1960)
(Producer & Director, Artist, Writer)
A.P. Film Chamber Ex-Vice Chairman

Native Place + Bhimavaram, West Godavari Dist., A.P. (India)
Permanent & : Andhra Pictures New Talent Productions
& Present Address Sri Vishnu Priya Films, Sai Ganesh Media

# 8-2-269/19/152-A, Street No. 6,

Indira Nagar, Banjara Hills, Road No. 2,
Hyderabad - 500 033.
E-mails buddigasaiganesh@gmail.com

andhrapictures1@gmail.com
newtalentproductions@gmail.com

Experience in field 35 Years above

(Cell:9848066771, 8885766771)
Produced to Stright and

. Already R '
Dubbing Telugu Movies y Released 17 Movies

Under Production

Sri Tulasi Mahatyam (Mythalogical)
Bandhu Mitrulaku Swagatham
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